
Mergers and Amendments – The Constitution  Middlesex Room 

The Constitution Review team has the responsibility to review the synod and congregational 
constitutions to be sure that the documents are up to date with the churchwide constitutions. The 
Constitution Review team also ensures that any changes and updates made to these constitutions 
adhere to the ELCA Constitution for Synods and the ELCA Model Constitution for Congregations as 
adopted by the ELCA Churchwide Assemblies. Please note that when amendments are proposed, , 
except for mandatory updates resulting from ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions, the team will 
make recommendations concerning wording, applicability, and concurrence with constitutional 
requirements of the ELCA, the synod, and a congregations own constitution. Our constitutions are 
tools which, when used well, enhance our mission in serving our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. 
The ELCA website has a Model Constitution with the 2016 updates in English and Spanish.   Use the provided 
documents and links to help your church council update and modify your congregation's constitution so that the 
document is in compliance with ELCA Churchwide constitutional guidelines. The team continues to review the 
resolutions of past assemblies to be sure the current constitutions of the synod and congregations reflect those 
resolutions which still apply. Congregations are reminded that when they are considering making changes in their 
constitutions, except for mandatory updates resulting from ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions, these changes are 
to be reviewed by the constitution review team and approved by the synod council. Congregations should also 
refer to and use the most recently adopted “Model Constitution 
for Congregations” as amended by the churchwide assemblies. The most recent edition is from the 
2016 assembly and is available at the ELCA website. 
 

(Excerpt from the Model Constitution for Congregations amendment document) 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE MODEL CONSTITUTION FOR CONGREGATIONS 

AS APPROVED BY THE 2016 CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 
Prepared by the Office of the Secretary 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

April 3, 2017 

Additions are underlined.  Deletions are struck through in the text. 

In coordination with the following amendments, the 2016 Churchwide Assembly authorized the secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America to: 

$   strike the words “ordained minister/s” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and Sacrament”; 
$   strike the word “clergy” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and Sacrament”; 
$   strike the words “pastor/s” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and Sacrament” where appropriate; 
$   strike the words “associate in ministry, diaconal minister and deaconess” and replace with the words “minister/s of Word and 

Service”; and 
$   make editorial corrections that identify the rosters of this church and implement the creation of the ministers of Word and Service 

roster. 
 

*C3.02. This church confesses the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church and is resolved to serve Christian Unity throughout the world. 

*C3.03. The Church exists both as an inclusive fellowship and as local congregations gathered for worship and Christian service. 

Congregations find their fulfillment in the universal community of the Church, and the universal Church exists in and through 

congregations. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, therefore, derives its character and powers both from the sanction and 

representation of its congregations and from its inherent nature as an expression of the broader fellowship of the faithful. In length, 

it acknowledges itself to be in the historic continuity of the communion of saints; in breadth, it expresses the fellowship of believers 

and congregations in our day. 

*C3.04. This church, inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, participates in the Lutheran World Federation as a global communion of churches, 

engaging in faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and in service for the sake of God’s mission in the world. 

*C3.0305. The name Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA or “this church”) as used herein refers in general references to this whole 

church, including its three expressions: congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization.  The name Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America is also the name of the corporation of the churchwide organization to which specific references may be made 

herein. 

*C3.02. This church confesses the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church and is resolved to serve Christian Unity throughout the world. 

 c. call a minister of Word and Service; 



d. or terminate the call of associates in ministry, deaconesses, and diaconal ministers a minister of Word and Service in conformity

with the applicable policy constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America;

de. adopt amendments to the constitution, as provided in Chapter 17 16, amendments to the bylaws, as specified in Chapter 16 17, 

and continuing resolutions, as provided in Chapter 18; 

The primary changes in the 2016 amendment document relate to the merging of the three lay 
rosters into a roster of Ministers of Word and Service. The New Jersey Synod Constitution Review 
team has documentation from the ELCA Synod Secretary to assist congregations in updating their 
constitutions. Please send an email to Cassandra Mack, synod secretary, for electronic copies of the 
documents. 

(Excerpt from the Model Constitution for Congregations 2016) 
AMENDMENTS 

*C16.01. Unless provision *C16.04. is applicable, those sections of this constitution that are not required, in accord with the Model

Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, may be amended in the following manner. 

Amendments may be proposed by at least              voting members or by the Congregation Council.  Proposals must be 

filed in writing with the Congregation Council 60 days before formal consideration by this congregation at a regular or 

special Congregation Meeting called for that purpose. The Congregation Council shall notify the congregation’s members 

of the proposal together with the council’s recommendations at least 30 days in advance of the meeting.  Notification 

may take place by mail or electronic means, as permitted by state law. 

*C16.02. An amendment to this constitution, proposed under *C16.01., shall:

a. be approved at a legally called Congregation Meeting according to this constitution by a majority vote of those

voting members present and voting;

b. be ratified without change at the next annual meeting by a two-thirds vote of those voting members present and

voting; and

c. have the effective date included in the resolution2 and noted in the constitution.**1*

*C16.03. Any amendments to this constitution that result from the processes provided in *C16.01. and *C16.02. shall be sent by

the secretary of this congregation to the synod.  The synod shall notify the congregation of its decision to approve or 

disapprove the proposed changes; the changes shall go into effect upon notification that the synod has approved them. 

*C16.04. This constitution may be amended to bring any section into conformity with a section or sections, either required or not

required, of the Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as most recently 

amended by the Churchwide Assembly.  Such amendments may be approved by a majority vote of those voting 

members present and voting at any legally called meeting of the congregation without presentation at a prior meeting of 

the congregation, provided that the Congregation Council has submitted by mail or electronic means, as permitted by 

state law, notice to the congregation of such an amendment or amendments, together with the council’s 

recommendations, at least 30 days prior to the meeting.  Upon the request of at least two (2) voting members of the 

congregation, the Congregation Council shall submit such notice.  Following the adoption of an amendment, the 

secretary of the congregation shall submit a copy thereof to the synod.  Such provisions shall become effective 

immediately following a vote of approval. 

Together in Christ, 
Cassandra Mack 
Secretary, New Jersey Synod, ELCA 
cmack@njsynod.org 


