
The Lovestruck Project offers leadership training for young people from 
congregations that are predominantly made up of immigrants and people of 
color, from communities who do not have the means to send their young people 
to ELCA Youth Gathering in “the traditional way.”  The congregations providing 
leaders for LoveStruck 2018 are:


• Christus, Camden

• Redeemer, Trenton

• St. Stephan’s Grace, Newark

• Redeemer, Jersey City

• St. John, Jersey City

• Trinity, Jersey City

• St. John, Passaic


Our church and world desperately needs young leaders from these churches 
and communities!


LoveStruck is an invitation… 

…An invitation to talk with one another about race, racism, community, diversity 
and God… 


…An invitation to create safe, respectful, open, loving, spaces for conversation, 
questions, stories and prayer.


Lovestruck is a spiritual process of reflection to raise awareness about how 
racism operates in our culture and institutions.


Lovestruck uses scripture, faith and various images to expose assumptions 
about race and its systemic nature.


STORY 

We hope you’ve had a chance to look at some of the LoveStruck posters around 
the Assembly meeting spaces yesterday and today, and have looked at the 
LoveStruck cubes on your tables.


LoveStruck starts with viewing a variety of different images relating to race, 
racism, diversity and community…




…And pondering how God and our own stories and experiences are a part of 
this holy mixture!


INSTRUCTIONS 

We now invite you to turn your chairs around and face the “Cross” section 
between the tables. 


Please gather in small groups of three with the people nearest to you, briefly 
introduce yourselves. 


When you are done please look over at one of the screens where you will see a 
set of questions. Please discuss the questions in your small group.


Please be very mindful that all Lovestruck stories matter. Be kind to each other 
and listen with open hearts and open minds. 


Questions  -  Starting Points 

- What stirs in you when you look at these images? 

- How are you coming today to this conversation?

- Is there anything that you saw that you can relate to? In your personal life? In 

your communities?


Questions  -  Digging Deeper 

-  Where do you see God in these images?

- Where do you think God is amongst the brokenness in our world?


Questions  -  Opening Our Hearts 

- Have you experienced or witnessed discrimination or racism in your life/
community/school/church?




- How have you experienced God’s beautiful gift of diversity?

- What is your LoveStruck dream/hope?


“Martin Luther King, Jr. called for us to be LoveStruck with each other, not 
colorblind toward each other. To be LoveStruck is to care, to have deep 
compassion, and to be concerned for each and every individual, including 
the poor and vulnerable.” 

—Cornel West, Phd.  
in the Forward to “The New Jim Crow”


