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One theme found in many ancient writings is that
a person’s childhood foreshadows their m.
adulthood. The common phrase is, “we find
the man in the boy.”

In today’s gospel reading Luke does just that,
points to who Jesus will become by looking at
who he is as a pre-teen. This whole section is
pointing to Easter—Jerusalem on Passover, a

three day disappearance, declared Son of God—even as we’re very

much in the season of Christmas.

% What does it mean that Jesus makes the same claim for
himself (Son of God) that is made for the emperor Octavius?
What do we do about competing understandings of God at
work in the world, competing representatives of God even?

% Today we also read about Samuel and his family. How do the
younger years of Jesus, John the Baptist and Samuel all fit into
God’s actions in the world?

From our mother's womb you have known us, O God. You call
us to follow you through all our days and seek us even when
we wander. As we advance in years, clothe us with your

love, that we may grow in grace and find favor in your

sight; through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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