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NEW JERSEY SYNOD, ELCA 
Thirty-first Annual Assembly 

 The Hyatt Regency 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 

FRIDAY, MAY 11, 2018 
 

 
PLENARY SESSION #2 

 
GRACE NOTES 

The Grace of Eternal Life .  .  . 
 
At 2:00 PM, Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew welcomed participants back from the lunch recess and Plenary 
Session #2 began with opening prayer, followed by the Assembly singing the opening verses of I Know That 
My Redeemer Lives.  Bishop Bartholomew called on The Rev. Jill Collict, Nativity, East Brunswick, and The 
Rev. James Egan, St. Paul, East Windsor, for the Report of the Necrologist. 
 

 
2017-2018 NECROLOGY REPORT 

 
The Report of the Necrologist is found in the Bulletin of Reports on pages 29 - 37. Nine Rostered 
Leaders  entered the Church Triumphant since our last Assembly: The Rev.  Roger W. Spencer, The 
Rev. Charles Mingle, The Rev. Glenn H. Rudisill, The Rev. Murdoch MacPherson, The Rev. Thomas J. 
Weber, The Rev. Russell A. Shopland, The Rev. Albert H. Heusmann, The Rev. Richard L. Trudo, and The 
Rev. Thomas M. O’Brien.  
 
The report concluded with the Assembly singing the closing verses of I Know That My Redeemer Lives.  
Bishop Bartholomew expressed her thanks to Riley Jakubowski, St. Mark, Oaklyn, and Josie Sanchez, Bridge 
of Peace, Camden, for their leadership, along with Pastors Collict and Egan, in the Grace Notes.  

 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 
 

Bishop Bartholomew called on Vicar Serena Rice, Abiding Peace, Budd Lake, for the Report of the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel.  Vicar Rice reported that the Committee of Reference and Counsel received one 
memorial and three resolutions on time for action by the Synod Assembly. They are found in the Bulletin of 
Reports on pages 13- 17. The Committee of Reference and Counsel is recommending two substitute 
resolutions,  distributed to Voting Members, which will  be brought to the floor later in Plenary Session #2. 
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EXCELLENCE IN MINISTRY UNLEASHED (EMU) 
 
Bishop Bartholomew called on The Rev. Scott C. Schantzenbach, Assistant to the Bishop for an update on the 
EMU initiative. A written report is found in the Bulletin of Reports on page 77. The initiative seeks to create 
a culture in which rostered leaders can be supported through the Ministerial in Excellence Fund. There is 
assistance with seminary debt relief, as well as reinforcing retirement, medical and emergency saving 
behaviors.  The initiative also helps rostered leaders be capable and empowered through financial and 
stewardship literacy as well as responsible and accountable to live, love, and lead generously.  
 
Bishop Bartholomew expressed her thanks to Pastor Schantzenbach and the EMU Team for their creative 
leadership and to the Synod for embracing this initiative. 
 
 

ELECTIONS– BALLOT #1 
 
Bishop Bartholomew instructed that Voting Members needed to be seated in a designated Voting Member 
section to receive a ballot. The Committee on Elections distributed Ballot #1 and biographical information 
for those nominated from the floor in Plenary Session #1.  Bishop Bartholomew asked that Voting Members 
read their ballot carefully and gave instructions on the voting procedure. Bishop Bartholomew led a brief 
prayer and votes were cast.  The ballots were collected by the Committee on Elections and Bishop 
Bartholomew declared Ballot #1 closed. 
  
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER  
  
Because of a calendar conflict, Treasurer James C. Harris, who is traveling in Israel and Palestine, provided 
a video report to the Assembly. The Treasurer’s Report is found in the Bulletin of Reports pages 41-44. 
Treasurer Harris explained the following information contained in the reports: 
  
 Section I - Spending Plan information for 2017and 2018, and the proposed 2018 Spending Plan. 
 Section I - Balance Sheet, Spending Plan and Treasurer’s Report. 
 Section V - Financial Statements as of December 31, 2017.   
 Congregation Mission Support Reports. 

 
The presentation continued with current trends. Ministry expenses such as health benefits, insurance, and 
facility repairs continue to rise, while congregation Mission Support sharing continues to decline.  Treasurer 
Harris again expressed his concern that long term trends jeopardize our ability to achieve our mission. The 
decline in congregation Mission Support has resulted in proportionate decrease in our support to 
Churchwide programs. Reduced Synod staff impacts the ability to respond to any but the most pressing 
congregational needs.  
 
The financial statements indicate appropriate management of Synod financial resources and at the present 
the Synod remains financially sound. Going forward, decreasing congregation Mission Support will require 
periodic re-assessment of our priorities and allocation of resources.   
 
Treasurer Harris expressed his thanks to all across the Synod who assist in the oversight of finances and 
resources of the Synod including:  the Audit, Investment, and Fiscal Management, Administration and 
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Property Committees. He also shared a special word of thanks to our accountant Lois Parrett and 
statistician Robert Baer.  
 
Bishop Bartholomew shared the Synod staff is aware that staffing changes will occur, as we prayerfully 
consider how we can best move forward with limited financial resources. 
 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 
The Grace of Embodied Spirits .  .  . 
 
The Rev. Tina Reyes, Shepherd of the Hills, Sparta, led the Assembly in the Grace Notes of Embodied Spirits 
with stretching and praying. The Grace Notes concluded with the Assembly singing the hymn We Are 
Marching in the Light of God. 
 

MINISTRY PARTNER GREETINGS 
 

LUTHERAN EPISCOPAL ADVOCACY MINISTRY OF NEW JERSEY  
Bishop Bartholomew called on The Rev. Sara Lilja, Director, Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of New 
Jersey (LEAMNJ) to report. Pastor Lilja encouraged the Assembly to read the Report of LEAMNJ in the Bulletin 
of Reports on pages 83-84. Pastor Lilja expressed thanks to the Lutheran members of the LEAMNJ Policy 
Board, as well as Bishop Bartholomew for their ongoing support.  
 
Pastor Lilja reported on legislative updates in the New Jersey Synod. Earned sick time for all employees and 
equal pay are realities in New Jersey!  The report continued with a video presentation outlining forms of 
advocacy: reaching out to individual legislators; learning about and shaping public policy; working for food 
justice; standing with immigrants; backing health care for all; promoting safe housing for families at all 
economic levels; criminal justice reform; economic justice, and racial impact legislation. The video also 
contained footage of the March for Our Lives event – 250 Lutherans and Episcopalians marching together in 
Washington DC against gun violence and advocating for change. 
 
Advocacy is a call to action. Praying, encouraging, engaging, listening, shaping, working, standing, backing, 
promoting, championing, witnessing, and being God’s agents in the world! Pastor Lilja lifted up the Weekly 
Witness email updates and encouraged the Assembly to visit the LEAMNJ website for updates and ongoing 
ways to be an advocate. 
 
Bishop Bartholomew thanked Pastor Lilja for her ongoing ministry and partnership. 
 
 

SPECIAL ORDER 
NEW JERSEY SYNOD HUNGER TASK TEAM 

The Bishop’s Challenge: Changing the World One Cow at a Time 
 

Pastor Sara Lilja began the presentation with facts related to hunger around the world and asking the 
Assembly to consider how hunger has touched their lives and how hunger has affected them. Mikka 
McCracken, Director for ELCA World Hunger Planning and Engagement, shared her personal story as an 
adoptee from South Korea.  Chris Davis, Development Council, ELCA World Hunger, shared with the 
Assembly how the ELCA World Hunger program is engaged around the world. The program connects with 
people in need at the request from a community through local partners. It is an accompaniment model of 
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addressing the identified needs of a local community and working to implement a plan that is sustainable 
and can be managed by the local community.  Pastor Kathleen Harris, Zion, Egg Harbor City, shared how 
hunger affects the population in Atlantic County; what the face of hunger looks like, and how hunger 
weighs on her heart. Pastor Harris shared that she sees hope for those in need through the church. 
 
Pastor Lilja invited the Assembly to complete cards that were distributed and answer the question: “Why 
do you care about hunger?”  The cards were collected and the sentiments will be shared throughout the 
upcoming year. 
 
Along with Pastor Lilja, The Rev. Mary Forell, Retired, Good Shepherd, Weehawken, and Development 
Council, ELCA World Hunger; The Rev. Jenny McLellan, Calvary, Allendale; Cindy Cooper, Living Waters, 
Ringoes; Elca the cow; The Rev. Christine Regan, St. Stephen, Woodbury, and Mikka McCracken addressed 
the Assembly outlining ways we are able to make a difference through the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. 
They include ministries within our Synod who directly receive funding: Faith Kitchen, Dover; Lunch Break, 
Red Bank; Hoboken Shelter, and LunchTime Ministry in Hoboken. Along with food distribution, the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal assists people to gain skills and resources to help them with sustainable sources of 
food, income, water, and health care. A working group was appointed to increase awareness about the 
excellent work of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. We can change the world and are changing the world one 
cow at a time.  
 
Bishop Bartholomew shared her support for the World Hunger Appeal and challenged each congregation to 
contribute at least $500 over and above what they contribute to ELCA World Hunger from now until the 
next Assembly. When a congregation has met that challenge, a wooden cow cutout, ready to be individually 
decorated, will be given to them in the hopes the congregation will bring the cow to the 2019 Assembly. For 
those congregations who have not actively participated in the ELCA World Hunger Appeal in the last five 
years, an anonymous donor will match their gift up to $500.  Bishop Bartholomew concluded the Special 
Order by encouraging congregations to stop at the Bishop’s Challenge table for a packet of resources to 
help grow in awareness, generosity, service, and advocacy in response to hunger. 
 
 

Point of Personal Privilege 
 
The Rev. Jaye Newbold, Redeemer, Succasunna, rose for a point of personal privilege for questions related 
to the Special Order, inquiring how direct gifts to ELCA World Hunger Appeal are and will be reported to 
the New Jersey Synod. Bishop Bartholomew shared that she receives a reports indicating direct gifts to the 
ELCA. 
 
 

MINISTRY PARTNER GREETINGS (Cont’d.) 
 

CROSS ROADS CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER  
Bishop Bartholomew called on Anthony Briggs, Executive Director, to address the Assembly. He reported 
that since 2010, Cross Roads youth programming has grown 90%. Anthony expressed his thanks for the 
partnerships with the Synod and Episcopal Diocese of Newark. He introduced Bob Chilcoat, Living Waters, 
Ringoes, and member of the Cross Roads Board. Bob shared with the Assembly how he and his family, 
children and grandchildren, have been enriched through experiences at Cross Roads. He and his wife 
continue to visit Cross Roads which is a place to relax and reflect on nature and what Christ means to them.  
He lifted up ways to support Cross Roads and outlined two initiatives:  
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• Evergreen Renovation Initiative – congregations or individuals can adopt a cabin at a cost of 
$15,000 to underwrite its renovation. 

• Volunteers with Skills Initiative – trades or professional persons can donate time and skills for 
small jobs such as carpentry, electrical, plumbing, painting, and tree work. There are also 
opportunities for more specific jobs requiring professional skills: architecture, engineering, 
contracting, and planning. 

 
Bob asked those interested in either of the initiatives to reach out to him or contact Cross Roads directly. 
In closing, Anthony expressed thanks to Bishop Bartholomew and shared the joy he receives serving at 
Cross Roads and lifted up that as well as being an outdoor and retreat ministry it is also a ministry of faith 
formation and leadership development. 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL (Cont’d.) 
 

Bishop Bartholomew called on Vicar Serena Rice, Abiding Peace, Budd Lake, for the Report of the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel. Vicar Rice directed the Assembly to Memorial #1: A Memorial Concerning the 50th 
Anniversary of the Ordination of Women, found in the Bulletin of Reports on pages 13 &14.  
 

A Memorial Concerning the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women 
 

Moved, that the 2018 New Jersey Synod Assembly transmit the following memorial to the 2019 Churchwide 
Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
 
Whereas in 1970 both the Lutheran Church in America and American Lutheran Church in their national 
conventions voted to ordain women; and  
 
Whereas the ELCA rejoices in these actions of its predecessor church bodies and will recognize the 50th 
anniversary in 2020 of the ordination of women; and 
 
Whereas we express our profound gratitude for the many and varied ways the gifts of ordained women have 
advanced God’s mission through this church; and 
 
Whereas we learned in the research related to the 45th anniversary of women’s ordination of some progress 
but also significant disparities for women in the areas of preparation for ministry, all calls including first calls, 
mobility, compensation, ministry roles, and debt following seminary education 
(http://search.elca.org/Pages/Results.aspx?k=45th+anniversary+of+women%27s+ordination); and 
 
Whereas the same research uncovered denigrating and discriminatory experiences of many ordained women, 
some particularly acute for ordained women of color; and  
 
Whereas the church is called to reflect in church and society its roles of advocate and model for the respect, 
dignity, and equal rights due all women, including the ordained women of this church; and 
 
Whereas this church is simultaneously addressing justice and women in its social statement under 
consideration and the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women; 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that, 

http://search.elca.org/Pages/Results.aspx?k=45th+anniversary+of+women%27s+ordination
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We call upon all synods in their 2020 assemblies to include celebration and special recognition of ordained 
women upon the 50th anniversary of authorizing this ordination practice; and 

 
We call upon our seminaries, colleges, campus ministries, outdoor ministries, social ministry organizations, 
synods, and congregations to highlight women preachers, teachers and speakers throughout 2020 in 
recognition of the diversity of gifts women’s ordination has brought to our church; and  
 
We call upon congregations throughout the ELCA to participate in the 50th anniversary of the ordination of 
women in our church through worship services, bible studies and other efforts to celebrate and recognize the 
importance and contributions of ordained women; and 
  
We call upon all members of this church to examine our consciences, and confess our sins and complicity in 
whichever circumstances by the outright or silent actions women have faced including barriers, 
discrimination, or sexual harassment as they prepared for and served as ordained women in this church; and 
 
We call upon this church to renew efforts in education on the intersection of the sins of sexism, racism, 
homophobia, transphobia, and classism, and develop healing interventions offering hope and support to those 
who experience these sins to the point of despair about ministry; and 
 
We call upon our seminaries to include intentional coursework and resources to equip pastoral leaders in 
identifying and ministering in situations of gender-based discrimination and violence; and 
 
We urge all congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization in 2020 to conduct a gender analysis 
wherein each can develop strategies to promote and protect gender equity and justice, with particular focus 
on addressing the areas of preparation for ministry, call process including first calls, mobility, compensation, 
ministry roles, and debt following seminary education; and 
 
We call upon this church to establish goals and strategies in each synod of achieving for ordained women 
comparable compensation with that of ordained men in all calls by 2024, reporting the outcome of this action 
step at the Churchwide Assembly in 2025; and 
 
We call upon this church to establish goals and strategies in each synod of achieving for ordained women 
access to ministry roles where women are currently underrepresented, with a particular focus on the 
challenges faced by women of color receiving viable first and second calls; and 
 
We call upon the churchwide expression’s Domestic Mission Unit to develop, undertake, and successfully 
complete a strategy specifically related to the debt of women of color after seminary; and 
 
We call upon all candidacy committees to examine their practices in light of the findings in the 45th 
anniversary research; and  
 
We request the Office of the Presiding Bishop to provide in 2025 updated research on achievement of these 
initiatives and other matters pertinent to the full and just participation of ordained women in this church; and 
 
We request all church publications to plan features in 2020 on the ordination of women, lifting up the 
amazing talents and gifts this church has received from its ordained women, the barriers ordained women still 
experience in this church, and the steps outlined in this memorial to overcome these barriers; and 
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We invite the prayers of all members of this church for the successful outcome of these initiatives.  
 
 
Vicar Rice reported the Committee of Reference and Counsel recommended approval of the memorial. 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of Memorial #1: A Memorial Concerning the 50th Anniversary 
of the Ordination of Women. 
 
The Rev. Gladys G. Moore, St. John’s, Summit; The Rev. Mona Fitch Elliott, St. John, Jersey City; The Rev. 
Margaret Marks, Retired; The Rev. Marc Stutzel, Christ, Woodcliff Lake, and James Nelson, St. Paul, Jersey 
City, and member of Synod Council, rose to speak in favor of the resolution. 
 
The Rev. Matthew Cimorelli, Reformation, West Long Branch, rose for clarification. Years mentioned as the 
memorial was read were different from the printed memorial. The years in the printed memorial are correct. 
 
The Rev. Annemarie Cook, Holy Trinity, Maple Shade, rose to call the question and end debate. 
 

(The motion to end debate was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 
Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote on Memorial #1: A Memorial Concerning the 50th Anniversary of the 
Ordination of Women. 
 

(Memorial #1: A Memorial Concerning the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women  
was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 

 
 
Report of the Committee of Reference and Counsel continued as Vicar Rice directed the Assembly to 
Resolution #1 A Resolution Concerning Gun Violence, found in the Bulletin of Reports on page 15. 

 
A RESOLUTION CONCERNING GUN VIOLENCE 

WHEREAS, the Core Values of the New Jersey Synod are Faithfulness, Respect, Diversity, Generosity, Change, 
and Interdependence; and 
  
WHEREAS, on an average day, 96 Americans are killed with guns; and 
  
WHEREAS, on average, there are nearly 13,000 gun homicides a year in the United States; and 
  
WHEREAS, seven children and teens are killed with guns in the United States on an average day; and 
  
WHEREAS, the presence of a gun in a domestic violence situation involving a woman increases the risk of the 
woman being killed by five times; and (CDC) 
 
WHEREAS, there were 346 mass shootings in 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jesus disarmed Peter; and 
  
WHEREAS, the sacred promises of Holy Baptism include “to work for justice and peace”; and 
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WHEREAS, Martin Luther wrote in the Large Cathechism, “We must not kill, either by hand, heart, or word, by 
signs or gestures, or by aiding and abetting;” and 
  
WHEREAS, the Social Policy Resolution from the 1989 Churchwide Assembly “Ban of Military-style Semi-
Automatic Weapons” resolved “To encourage elected governmental officials to explore options for better 
management of these weapons through an outright ban or regulation of lawful sales: Now, therefore, be it 
  
RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America support legislative 
attempts to ban civilian ownership of military style weapons on both the state and national level; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That all events organized by the New Jersey Synod be gun-free safe spaces; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod encourages its congregations, and all congregational events 
to be gun-free safe spaces; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod continue and increase engagement in educating, organizing, 
advocacy, and direct action to reduce gun violence; and be it  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That this Synod assist in equipping congregations, clergy and lay leaders to engage in 
such work, appropriate to local contexts, capacity, and discernment. 
 
Vicar Rice reported the Committee of Reference and Counsel, in light of current state law and advocacy 
ministry underway in our Synod, recommends the Substitute Resolution Concerning Gun Violence, 
distributed to the Assembly. 
 

Substitute Resolution Concerning Gun Violence 
 
Be It Resolved That the New Jersey Synod of this Assembly direct the Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of 
New Jersey to continue to coordinate advocacy efforts that address gun violence in our state and nation; this is 
to include advocacy, education, and organizing so that the number of persons harmed by accidental shootings, 
suicides and other forms of violence enacted with a firearm be reduced. 
 
Further Resolved That the Synod Council of the New Jersey Synod create and staff a Gun Violence Prevention 
Task Team. The goal of this team will be to assist congregations, clergy, lay persons in the work of violence 
prevention and preparedness so that our public spaces might be places of safety and community, and free of gun 
violence.  
 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of consideration of Substitute Resolution: Concerning Gun 
Violence, which if adopted becomes the pending resolution. If defeated, the original resolution resumes as 
the pending resolution. 
 
Michael Vivion, Holy Trinity, Red Bank; Krista White, Holy Counselor, Sussex, and The Rev. Peter Olsen, 
Trinity, Bogota, rose to speak against the substitute resolution. 
 
The Rev. Mary Farnham, Holy Trinity, Manasquan, rose to speak in favor of the substitute resolution. 
 
The Rev. Matthew Cimorelli, Reformation, West Long Branch, rose for the following editorial change: “That 
the New Jersey Synod of this Assembly” read “That the New Jersey Synod in Assembly”. 
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With no one else speaking to substitute resolution, Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote on Substitute 
Resolution Concerning Gun Violence.  
 

(Substitute Resolution Concerning Gun Violence was DEFEATED 05/11/2018) 
 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of Resolution #1: Concerning Gun Violence. 
 
 
Chris Rodig, Holy Trinity, Burlington, rose to amend Resolution #1 to replace the words “military style 
weapons” with “semi-automatic long-guns with a pistol grip and/or a stock handle.” 
 
The Rev. Michael Edwards-Ronning, St. Luke, Willingboro, and Zion, Riverside, rose for a point of information 
inquiring if an AR 15 is considered a semi-automatic long-gun with a pistol grip and/or a stock handle? The 
answer “yes it does” was given. Ralph Avard, St. James, Phillipsburg, and member of the Synod Council also 
rose for a point of information if a high capacity handgun is considered a semi-automatic long-gun with a 
pistol grip and/or a stock handle. The answer “yes it does” was given. 
 
Michael Vivion, Holy Trinity, Red Bank, rose to amend the amendment to read “military style weapons” with 
“semi-automatic and automatic guns with a pistol grip and/or a stock handle.” 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of the amendment to the amendment. 
 
The Rev, David Stoner, Temple, Pennsauken; Elizabeth Frentzel, St. Paul, Teaneck, and Shawn Norton, Grace, 
Bayonne, rose to speak against the amendment. 
 
The Rev. Ingrid Wengert, St. Matthew, Moorestown, rose to call the question and end debate. 
 

(The motion to end debate of the amendment to the amendment was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 
Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote of the amendment to the amendment. 
 

(The amendment to the amendment of Resolution #1 Concerning Gun Violence was DEFEATED 
05/11/2018) 

 
Bishop Bartholomew re-opened debate to amend Resolution #1 to replace the words “military style weapons” 
with “semi-automatic long-guns with a pistol grip and/or a stock handle.” 
 
Kevin Cotter, Reformation, West Long Branch, rose to call the question and end debate. 

(The motion to end debate of the amendment was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 
Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote on the amendment to Resolution #1 Concerning Gun Violence.  
 

(The amendment to Resolution #1 Concerning Gun Violence was DEFEATED 05/11/2018) 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of original Resolution #1: Concerning Gun Violence. 
 
The Rev. Jennifer McLellan, Calvary, Allendale, rose to amend the 4th Resolve of Resolution #1 as follows: 
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FURTHER RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod continue and increase engagement in education, organizing, 
advocacy, and direct action to reduce gun violence including, but not limited to, mass shootings, homicides, 
suicides and accidental shootings;  
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of the amendment to Resolution #1 With no one speaking 
to the amendment, Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote to amend Resolution #1. 
 

 (The amendment to Resolution #1 Concerning Gun Violence was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 
 
Bishop Bartholomew opened the floor for debate of Resolution #1 as amended. 
 
Zane Helsel, Abiding Presence, Ewing, rose to speak against Resolution #1. 
 
The Rev. Mark David Johnson, St. Mark, Hamilton, called to serve St. Michael Episcopal, Trenton, rose to call 
the question and end debate. 
 

(The motion to end debate of Resolution #1 as amended was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 
 

Bishop Bartholomew called for a vote on Resolution #1 as amended. 
  

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING GUN VIOLENCE 
WHEREAS, the Core Values of the New Jersey Synod are Faithfulness, Respect, Diversity, Generosity, Change, 
and Interdependence; and 
  
WHEREAS, on an average day, 96 Americans are killed with guns; and 
  
WHEREAS, on average, there are nearly 13,000 gun homicides a year in the United States; and 
  
WHEREAS, seven children and teens are killed with guns in the United States on an average day; and 
  
WHEREAS, the presence of a gun in a domestic violence situation involving a woman increases the risk of the 
woman being killed by five times; and (CDC) 
 
WHEREAS, there were 346 mass shootings in 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, Jesus disarmed Peter; and 
  
WHEREAS, the sacred promises of Holy Baptism include “to work for justice and peace”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Martin Luther wrote in the Large Cathechism, “We must not kill, either by hand, heart, or word, by 
signs or gestures, or by aiding and abetting;” and 
  
WHEREAS, the Social Policy Resolution from the 1989 Churchwide Assembly “Ban of Military-style Semi-
Automatic Weapons” resolved “To encourage elected governmental officials to explore options for better 
management of these weapons through an outright ban or regulation of lawful sales: Now, therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America support legislative 
attempts to ban civilian ownership of military style weapons on both the state and national level; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That all events organized by the New Jersey Synod be gun-free safe spaces; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod encourages its congregations, and all congregational 
events to be gun-free safe spaces; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That the New Jersey Synod continue and increase engagement in education, 
organizing, advocacy, and direct action to reduce gun violence including but not limited to mass shootings, 
homicides, suicides and accidental shootings; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED That this Synod assist in equipping congregations, clergy and lay leaders to engage 
in such work, appropriate to local contexts, capacity, and discernment. 
 

(Resolution #1 Concerning Gun Violence as amended was ADOPTED 05/11/2018) 
 

 
 

 
 

GRACE NOTES 
 
The Grace that Saves through Faith .  .  . 
 
The Rev. Edward Kropa, Hope, Freehold, led the Assembly in the Grace Notes which concluded with the 
Assembly singing the hymn Blessed Assurance. 
 
 

  
Plenary Session #2 concluded with announcements and reminders.  The Assembly was in recess until the 
opening of Plenary Session #3 the celebration banquet at 6:30 PM.  
 
    


