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There are two things to remember from this parable.

First, when we call to God in prayer, we do not call upon an

enemy or some ruthless foe, but instead, we call upon a friend

and a parent. This, Luther explains in his Catechism, is why we

begin the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father.” It reminds us to come
to God as a child coming to a loving and good parent.

Second, we ought to be persistent with our prayer.
Pointing to Luther again, we ought to “rub God’s promises
into God’s ears.”

% Don’t you love that in this parable God is described as a Friend
and Parent? That changes who we are addressing in prayer—
hopefully it makes us trust God more fully!

% How does the Lord’s Prayer sound when we pray it fervently
and persistently, trading a memorized prayer in for a prayer
known by heart?

God of patient love, you await the return of the wayward and
wandering and eagerly embrace them in pardon.
Through baptism you have clothed us with the glory of Christ and
restored our inheritance: give us generous hearts to welcome all
who seek a place at the table of your unconditional love. We ask
this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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