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 “FOMO” is a word I learned from a bride-to-be in premarital counseling.  Seeing the 
puzzled look on my face when she disclosed that her fiancé suffers from FOMO, she defined it 
for me: Fear Of Missing Out.  The Message paraphrase of the opening verse of our Gospel 
(Luke 12:32) is: 
 

“Don’t be afraid of missing out.  You’re my dearest friends!  The Father wants to 
give you the very kingdom.” 
 

This is the culmination of Jesus’ sermonette about the power of faith to displace 
anxiety.  “Consider the lilies of the field….”  (Luke 12:27).  That beautiful sequence follows the 
Gospel assigned for Aug. 4: the parable of the rich fool.  In all of this we’re encouraged, even 
exhorted, to place a premium on spiritual rather than material riches. 

 
Distilled to its purest essence, this boils down to placing our deepest trust in God rather 

than any fleeting, “wannabe” form of security, whether it be 2 silos full of cash, access to 
power brokers, the healthiest diet on the planet or the most expensive home security system.  
The word shield comes up in both the 1st lesson and the assigned psalm: 

 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield….” (Genesis 15:1b) 

20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
 our helper and our shield… 
22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
 even as we place our hope in you.  (Psalm 33) 
 

Our ultimate safe space is within the circle of God’s arms, an embrace always open to us.   

Ironically, though Abraham is raised up in the Hebrews lesson as a prime example of 
faith, in the Genesis reading he comes across as a bit snippy and petulant.  (The Celebrate 
insert intro this year refers to “childless and aging Abram”; a previous year’s edition referred 
to him as “childless and doubting.” Both descriptions apply!)  The Lord, Abram’s shield, 
promises, “… your reward shall be very great.” (Gen 15:15c).  Abram is skeptical!  “O Lord GOD, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” (Gen. 15:2)  In other words: the only thing I’ve wanted is a biological child, and so 
far you’ve only sent a poor substitute.  In case the message is too subtle, Abram continues, 
“You’ve given me no offspring….” (Gen. 15:3a) 

 
 



 
Abram came ‘round, clinging to the life-saving hope that God would be faithful and his 

own descendants would fill the earth like stars populate the sky and sand the shore.  And he 
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. (Gen. 15:6) 

 
That kind of faith is an ongoing, lifelong exercise in trust, not a one-and-done spiritual 

act.  Like Abram/Abraham, we wax and wane in our trusting, don’t we?  A time-lapse photo of 
our faith journey would reveal us alternately ascending peaks of belief and descending into 
valleys of doubt.  There is One who travels with us, up and down, year in, year out, allowing 
every “dead end” to become an entry door into fuller faith and more abundant life. 

 
Our Lord Jesus tells us how to live along the Way: 
 

“Be generous.  Give to the poor.  Get ourselves a bank that can’t go bankrupt, a 
bank in heaven far from bank robbers, safe from embezzlers, a bank you can bank 
on.” (Luke 12:33, The Message) 
 

Sometimes we’re afraid that the safe space of God’s embrace will actually be a 
stranglehold.  Sometimes we’re afraid that generously sharing our earthly treasures is 
somehow going to leave us without.  As preachers we admit those realities for ourselves and 
for the flock in the pews, and we proclaim and repeat our Lord Jesus’ promise: 

 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.”  (Luke 12:32) 
 

We affirm that this kingdom comes now, not just later.  It comes when we live in joyful 
anticipation of glad fulfillment of holy promises.  It comes when we trust so deeply in God’s 
care that we generously pass along the material blessings we receive, knowing that daily bread 
comes from on high and will not cease until we reach “a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one.”  (Hebrews 11:16a).  To be prepared for our Lord’s return is to trust God and love our 
neighbor, by God’s grace, each day of our lives. 
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