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Deuteronomy 30:9-14: Moses is saying goodbye to the people of God whom he has been 
leading around in the wilderness. They will enter the Promised Land, he will not. He is 
imagining two ways with them, two ways that can define their future in that land- the 
way of life and the way of death. The way of abundance, and the way of scarcity. 

God delights in pouring out abundance on God's people. God delights in giving gifts, 
including the Word, which God has given to us in Scripture and most importantly, in 
Christ. The Word is not hard to understand and it is not out of reach- it's in our hearts and 
minds. God revealed the law to the people at Mount Sinai, and God revealed Christ to us 
in his birth, life, death and resurrection. 

Then why do some choose the way of death instead of the way of life, as Moses lays it 
out in Deuteronomy? Because of sin and our inward orientation. We are stuck, curved in 
on ourselves. God's law is about loving God and our neighbor, and we are concerned 
mainly about us. 

This text and others like it can lead some to say that they are blessed because they do the 
right things and believe the right things- prosperity gospel. God gives us faith as a gift, 
and the law is fulfilled in Jesus. It's not because of what we do that we are blessed, no 
matter how well we do it. It is because God has poured out life and hope and mercy on us 
in Jesus that we are blessed. God delights in doing so. 

Psalm 25:1-10: Psalm 25 is an acrostic Psalm, which means that each verse begins with a 
successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Acrostic Psalms are useful for memorization 
and teaching. They focus on God's teaching and law. In this one, the Psalmist proclaims 
trust in God and asks for forgiveness, while also calling on God to make God's ways 
known. The writer wants to be taught God's teaching and wants to know what path to 
take. It's a common question these days. How do we decide which way to go in difficult 
circumstances? We are so polarized that we latch onto one way as the right way and all 
other voices are shut out. How can we even hear God's voice when we are so stuck in our 
own rightness? The reason why the Psalmist asks God for direction and doesn't rely on 
her own will is because of her trust in God's goodness and steadfast love. 

What is our prayer in times of trouble? Do we try to just fix things on our own, trusting in 
our own devices and schemes? Do we put our trust in God's faithfulness? 

Colossians 1:1-14: In this "thanksgiving" section of the letter, there are also themes of 
walking in the way of Christ and leading lives worthy of him. It would be worth exploring 
what it means to live lives worthy of the Lord. Noting that we have been loved first, we 
respond to that love with good works on behalf of our neighbor. 



The writer of the letter prays that the Colossians would be filled with "spiritual wisdom 
and understanding." He prays that they might endure whatever befalls them 
(persecution, poverty, enmity) with patience while joyfully giving thanks to the Father. 
Worship is always the center of the lives of believers. When the saints are gathered 
around word and sacrament, wise discernment is possible. We come with humility and an 
openness to the other. 

Like the ways of life and death in Deuteronomy, here there is darkness and light. God has 
rescued the Colossians from the power of darkness and has made them citizens of the 
Kingdom where Christ reigns. They can now walk in the light, trusting that their sins of 
have been forgiven. 

Another theme here is bearing fruit. It is mentioned a few times. The gospel bears fruit 
among this community and around the world as it is spread, and the community itself 
bears fruit by doing good works based on love of Christ and the knowledge of God. 

Luke 10:25-37: The Parable of the Good Samaritan. In response to a lawyer's question, 
"And who is my neighbor?" Jesus, as he often does, answers with a story, not a direct 
reply. People are so familiar with this story that it can be hard to preach on, but it is also a 
magnificent one where something new can always be found. 

This is a story about the way of God's kingdom. In the kingdom, concerns about purity 
don't apply. Our human divisions between insiders and outsiders don't apply. The 
Samaritan acts out of compassion, which is a hallmark of the kingdom- "he was moved 
with pity." Jesus changes the focus of the original question, which wanted to know who is 
worthy to be loved. For Jesus, the neighbor is one who bestows kindness to another, no 
matter their circumstance, no matter their origin. 

One person who hardly gets mentioned in talking about this story is the innkeeper, but 
I've often wondered if the inn is the church. It is where Christ gathers all the broken ones 
and calls on us to provide nurture and healing. He gives us all the resources we need to 
love one another. He promises to come back to pour out more resources and healing. 

Jesus is also the one lying on the side of the road, in every person in need. While he was 
on the cross people walked by and sneered, or walked by and looked away. His disciples 
had fled. No one helped. He is in every neighbor who confronts us with their need.  
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