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There are so many instances in Luke’s gospel of Jesus going against the norm of 
his day, on purpose, almost compulsively. Like he just can’t help himself. 
 
He was a good son of good parents, raised right and taught right. He knew the 
rules of society, and he knew how to keep the rules in place. He knew there was 
some rationale behind the rules. If there are no rules, then anything goes and 
anyone is let in. If there are no rules, then the community may become at risk to 
threats, and then what becomes of the community? It could be wiped out. Rules 
are in place to protect the community, right? 
 
Jesus was taught that there were “clean” and “unclean” folk. Jesus understood 
that “clean” folk needed to be protected from the “unclean” folk.  There were 
rules on who one was allowed to associate with, and rules on who to avoid, if you 
wanted to remain clean. 
 
And yet, repeatedly in Luke’s gospel, Jesus seems compelled to break these rules. 
He purposely seeks out those considered unclean. He knew that such associations 
would not only earn him a shady reputation but could revoke his place among the 
clean folk. People begin to gossip about Jesus’ associations: he hangs out with 
women of lowly reputations, and tax collectors! He dines with people who drink a 
lot! 
 
People with unexplained skin conditions were among the unclean folk. After all, 
what if it’s catchy? I could be devastating. People with mental illness were 
considered unclean. They might present a danger to the community or to 
themselves. And no one really understood mental illness in the ancient Near East. 
It made more sense to say that they were possessed by some sort of demon. And 
that was much worse. 
 
Yet Jesus goes purposely towards this man who has been suffering from heaven 
knows what for a long time. He was such a danger to himself and the community 
that he was chained up and kept away from everyone. Jesus does the 



unexpected: he approaches him humanely, heals him and restores him to the 
community. 
 
Could it be that, in Luke’s gospel, Jesus is about expanding God’s welcome so that 
everyone has a chance to be included? Could it be that, while growing up learning 
and memorizing the Law, Jesus was looking for places where the Law could bend 
and flex and be open to inviting more people in? Could it be that Jesus 
understood better than we ever can that God is always about radical inclusion, 
and that God’s idea of clean and unclean turn ours on their heads? 
 
It makes sense to want to protect the community from real threats. But there’s a 
time and place for grace, for seeing others as God sees. There’s a time and place 
for looking deeply at why people feel pushed out and separated. There’s a time 
and place to ask, “What can we do differently to live out God’s radical and 
expansive welcome? Who is missing when we gather for worship?” 
 
Jesus stays on message throughout Luke. He knew what he was doing, crossing 
boundaries and breaking taboos and rules. In Luke 4, Jesus announces his mission: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.” Later, in Luke 19:10, Jesus declares that “the Son of Man came 
to seek and to save the lost” (NIV). This suffering man was included in Jesus’s 
saving work. We are included in Jesus’ saving work. 
 
Don’t sleep on how the man responds to Jesus’ kindness and mercy. He can’t 
keep quiet about it! Jesus tells him to keep quiet about it but he tells everyone. 
His encounter with the saving grace of God sets him on fire. If you’ve ever met 
someone who feels included who previously felt excluded, they may have a 
similar testimony, filled with joy and amazement. 
 
Only by God’s grace are any of us included. Maybe we need to remember that. 
And when we think on how God’s grace loves and includes even us, maybe it will 
fill us with an uncontainable joy too. 
 
 
 


