
God’s mission and the work of the Holy Spirit are at the heart of our  
mission starts, strategic ministries, and cohort journeys in our Synod 

We are so blessed with passionate mission developers and redevelopers who 
engage in life-changing relationships with God, one another and the larger 
community. They are developing new faith communities and leading ministries 
with people facing hardships related to housing, education, income, employment, 
healthcare, and immigration. They are reaching people with the Gospel and 
inviting them to experience God’s grace in action. 
Let’s pray and support them as they join God’s activities in their context. 
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Springing Forth into God’s Possibilities
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19 

Pastor Ramón Collazo 

We invite you to reach out and engage 
with our 4 mission starts. Be a partner and 
together build up the body of Christ! 

• Santa Isabel  Lutheran Church & Santa Isabel 
Ministry with Immigrants in Detention are two 
ministries located in Elizabeth. Santa Isabel is a 
Latinx worshipping community led by Pastor
Ramón Collazo. 

• Misión Pan de Vida in Passaic gathers day 
laborers  at the Home Depot parking lot for 
food, prayers, worship, and hope. The ministry 
relies on the strong commitment of lay leaders 
in partnership with Vicar Haydée Colón 
Hernández. 

• Morning Star Fellowship in Ridgefield offers ESL 
classes and Bible study for first- and second-
generation Koreans, as well as worship, faith 
formation, and spiritual practices. Thank you to 
Mission Developer Eunyoung Kim.

New Jersey Synod

God is showing up in and through our 
mission starts and its people! 

Vicar Haydée Hernández

Pastor Eunyoung Kim 

For additional information and resources, contact our 
DEM, Pastor Maristela Freiberg  

maristela.freiberg@elca.org or (201) 407 600

mailto:maristela.freiberg@elca.org


• Bridge of Peace Community Church in Camden  with 
Pastor Giselle Coutinho.

• Christus Lutheran Church in Camden with Pastor 
Jesse Brown, Jr. 

• Epiphany Lutheran Church in Pleasantville with 
Pastor José Escalera. 

• St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church in Trenton with 
Pastor Erich Kussman. 

• St. Luke Lutheran Church in Dunellen with Pastor 
Dámaris Ortega. 

These congregations are sharing Jesus’ love,  connecting 
with new people by building relationships and serving 
neighbors within their surrounding communities.  

The ELCA’s purpose is to activate each of us so more people know the 
way of Jesus and discover community, justice, and love. 

PRACTICING INNOVATION - Cohorts of learning 
communities  that LISTEN, ACT and SHARE
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• We give thanks to God for the two cohorts currently journeying: 
Leadership for Faithful Innovation (LFI) and 

Caminando Unidos en Cristo 
• These cohorts started listening to God, each other, and the 

neighborhood. They are experimenting with new actions, 
sharing learnings with others, and asking God questions. 

• The cohorts of learning communities have deepened their 
spiritual practices, felt closer to God, and are behaving into 
new learnings! 

• If you are interested in learning more about these cohorts or if 
your congregation could benefit from being part of a new 
learning cohort of congregational leaders, please reach out to 
our DEM, Pastor Maristela Freiberg at 
maristela.freiberg@elca.org or (201) 407 600 

Caminando Unidos en Cristo

The NJ Synod’s priorities are strengthening 
congregations and raising up leaders  

The New Jersey Synod cultivates Christ-centered communities where we 
learn, live, love and lead for the sake of the world.   

Leadership for Faithful Innovation 

As a Synod, we rejoice in accompanying and 
supporting 5 strategic mission outposts and give 
thanks to God for these life-giving and life-changing 
ministries.
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